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employed this mode of treatment, but always with the precaution that the 
thread did not pierce the coats of the vein, but only remained sufficiently long 
to obtain a firm coagulum. With this wise proviso the operation may become 
an innocuous one, but, as it is customary to allow suppuration of the coats of 
veins, cases were not few in which phlebitis of a most alarming character has 
been set up. One of these occurred whilst the author was house-surgeon at 
the Iioyal Free Hospital, amongst Mr. Gay’s patients. The needles and 
twisted suture were applied to the saphena at several points, phlebitis came 
on in the leg and thigh, subsequently there was deposition of pus in the 
shoulder-joint, and after that the lungs were attacked, and he spat fetid pus; 
but by good living and good treatment he pulled through, though certainly 
with much difficulty, and the effects remained for a long time. The responsi¬ 
bility of the surgeon who runs these probable risks fur effecting a purpose 
which maybe obtained by rest and constitutional treatment is tremendous; 
and, even though forty-nine cases out of fifty escape evil results, we are not 
justified in placing the fiftieth in so perilous a position. The author then 
referred to Mr. Henry Lee’s mode of tying and dividing the vein, and thought 
this more complicated procedure as much, if not more, objectionable than the 
needle and suture, and quoted from The Lancet a case in which much second¬ 
ary mischief had resulted from this operation. Having shown the occasional 
unhappy consequences of obliterating veins by operations, it remained to indi¬ 
cate a few of the means of relief, both local and general, which would obviate 
the necessity for these measures. Continued rest in the recumbent position, 
with an occasional batch of leeches over the inner condyle of the femur, are 
the prime requisites. Blue pill and dandelion, with a brisk purge now and 
then, are the medicines of most service; and Bourjeaurd’s beautiful elastic 
contrivances, with or without a strip of soft leather, spread with soap and ad¬ 
hesive plaster, to support any particular bunches of veins, afford all the requi¬ 
site local treatment to obviate the possibility of sudden rupture, and remove 
pain. The constitutional symptoms and treatment of phlebitis were further 
illustrated by two cases occurring in the author’s practice. In the first, a 
young gentleman from Ceylon, it arose from getting wet, and required highly 
stimulating treatment with bark, quinia, chlorate of potash, and opium, from 
the commencement of the attack. In the other case, that of a young robust 
surgeon, it was developed by sitting on damp grass after a hard day’s shoot¬ 
ing, and required in the first instance antiphlogistic treatment; but subse¬ 
quently, when the pus had formed, it was necessary to stimulate largely, and 
give the same medicines as in the first case. Much benefit was attributed to 
the chlorate of potash, given in fifteen-grain doses, three or four times a day. 
Seeing the occasional danger attendant on any operation for obliterating veins, 
and the certain return of the diseased condition, the author considered that, 
with our local and constitutional remedies at hand, we were not justified in 
exposing our patients to this risk, and expected to see vein-tying a second time 
fall into disrepute.— Lancet, May 27, 1854. 

38. Popliteal Aneurism ; long-continued compression—eventual solidification of 

the Sac. —Thomas A-, aged twenty-eight years, was admitted into Guy’s 

Hospital, 31st Aug. 1853, under the care of Mr. Poland, who was officiating 
for Mr. Hilton. 

Description and History. —The patient is a strong muscular man, with dark 
hair and eyes. From the age of twelve years till twenty-two, he was engaged 
as a smith, since then he has been employed as a carman. The man has had 
a good deal of wrestling, and was reckoned very dexterous; his health has 
been good, the only illness he remembers being an attack of scarlatina followed 
by dropsy, when he was about nine or ten years old. About two months be¬ 
fore admission, on getting into bed one night, the patient felt a sudden pain of 
a pricking and darting description in the right ankle, which continued for 
some time, and was very severe. He looked upon this attack as one of gout, 
and fell asleep ; but the next morning was again annoyed by returning pain, 
which, however, soon afterwards passed away. From this time the uneasiness 
frequently recurred, and gradually crept upwards, involving the calf of the 



244 


Progress of the Medical Sciences. 


[July 


leg, and ultimately settling in the popliteal space. The pain would generally 
come on when the patient was at rest, and moving about, affording him relief. 
It went on increasing, and prevented him from sleeping, and he found no alle¬ 
viation but in walking about. 

A practitioner mistook the swelling in the popliteal space for a chronic ab¬ 
scess, and advised the application of tincture of iodine. This caused much 
distress, and the patient eventually applied for admission at this hospital. 

State on first Examination .—On applying the fingers to the popliteal space, 
a swelling may be detected ; it is about the size of an orange, elastic, and pul¬ 
sates forcibly ; it communicates to the finger a peculiar thrilling sensation, 
and the pulsations are synchronous with those of the heart. A very slight 
amount of pressure on the femoral artery suffices to arrest them, and when the 
compression is continued, the sac can easily be emptied ; it appears rather thin, 
and when the pressure is suddenly removed, the blood rushes through it again, 
giving a very unpleasant and even painful sensation to the patient. lie, 
indeed, feds the blood as it suddenly flows down the artery, whilst a very dis¬ 
tinct bruit de soufflet can be heard on applying the ear to the tumour. The 
patient complains of pain when the swelling is handled, most of the uneasiness 
being around the knee. The pulsations can easily be seen by raising the leg. 
Another case of the same kind being treated at the time by pressure, under the 
care of Mr. Poland (to which we shall shortly allude), the latter decided upon 
using the same remedial means in this case. 

September 1.—The usual apparatus was employed, consisting of the com¬ 
mon clamp, so constructed that the pressure might be graduated, and the 
weight for the groin. Some difficulty was experienced in bringing the pad of 
the clamp to bear exactly on the artery, and as the weight of the cylinder 
pressing upon the artery in the groin was quite sufficient to control the flow of 
blood, the clamp was only used occasionally during the day. 

The pressure caused the veins of the whole leg and thigh to become very 
prominent, and the parts about the knee swelled up considerably. A tingling, 
pricking pain was experienced down the thigh, and there was also partial 
numbness; but these sensations were less disagreeable than the pain in the 
popliteal space when the pressure was off. The bowels were ordered to be 
cleared with calomel and colocynth. 

Second day.—The patient did not get much sleep last night, but, upon the 
whole, has rested better than on previous occasions. The weight in the groin 
was kept on most of the night; the knee is very painful; the tumour much 
the same. 

Third day.—Bad night again. During the whole of the preceding day pres¬ 
sure was kept up by means of the weight and the clamp, which latter was 
arranged so as to act properly. The patient was seen frequently by Mr. 
Poland and by the dresser, and managed very nicely to alternate the pressure 
himself. Oxide of zinc to be powdered over the parts pressed upon. Pulsa¬ 
tions of the tumour somewhat lessened in force ; other matters much the same. 

Fourth day.—The patient did not sleep well last night, and will take a grain 
of opium this evening. The pressure was kept up all the preceding day as 
before; but the man complains of a good deal of pain at the inner side of the 
knee-joint, when the articulation is handled. The tumour is decidedly firmer 
to-day; the pulsations not quite so forcible, but the thrilling sensation is still 
communicated to the hand. 

Seventh day.—The pressure has been continued, but even two grains of 
opium gave the man but little rest at night; he feels very unwell, and is rather 
feverish. Two grains of morphia to be taken in the evening. 

Eighth day.—Much better; has rested last night, but still complains of pain 
when the inner part of the knee and to some short distance above it is manipu¬ 
lated ; the pressure has been admirably kept up, and the cure appears to be' 
rapidly taking place. 

Tenth day.—Going on very nicely. The patient screwed up the clamp 
rather too tightly last night, and having fallen asleep, the pain from the pres¬ 
sure caused him to dream about it. He felt as if a number of women were 
tearing the flesh from the bones about the knee, and so extreme was the pain 
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that he screamed out lustily; but after loosening the apparatus he was soon 
composed. The sac is certainly becoming denser; the pulsations are a little 
more reduced in force, but the thrilling sensations to the fingers and the ten¬ 
derness about the knee still continue. General health good. 

Twentieth day.—On the night of the fourteenth day, the patient neglected to 
adjust the pressure properly ; the blood passed uncontrolled through the vessel, 
and the next day the pulsations were as forcible as on the first day of admis¬ 
sion; the sac, however, was still tolerably firm. Since that time he has paid 
more attention to the apparatus. On the twentieth day the pulsations were 
much more subdued, and the sac firmer, so that on the whole the patient is 
going on well again. The enlargement of the articular branches of the artery, 
both on the inner and outer side of the joint, has been very obvious since the 
tenth day; even then the branch on the right side could be clearly and dis¬ 
tinctly felt. 

Twenty-seventh day.—During the past week things have gone on in the 
same way, the aneurismal tumour being now in the same condition as on the 
twentieth day. On the twenty-sixth day the patient was attacked with a little 
bilious derangement, which was controlled by calomel, opium, and a saline 
purgative; this produced rather excessive purging, for which chalk mixture 
and laudanum were taken. 

Thirty-fourth day.—During the past week, matters have been going on in 
the same manner; little advance has been made ; the tumour still pulsates but 
feebly, and it is harder; the leg is free from that continual pain which the 
patient originally experienced, although there is now an occasional temporary 
numbness and sometimes a darting pain in the thigh. This pain is probably 
the effect of the pressure ; the patient has regained his ordinary state of health. 

Forty-first day.—Much the same; the tumour is still pulsating; the integu¬ 
ments are slightly denuded, and the parts subjected to pressure are very tender 
and painful; the groin is sore. The oxide of zinc was ordered to be assidu¬ 
ously applied, and the points of pressure to be varied. General health good. 

Forty-fifth day.—Much the same. 

Fifty-seventh day.—Pulsation has not yet ceased ; the tumour has become 
much firmer, and is a great deal smaller"; it has not progressed so well as it 
would have done if the patient during the last w r eek had been as attentive to it 
as he should have been. 

Eighty-first day.—The tumour is much the same as Btated in the last report. 
It cannot be diminished by pressure; it is firm and smooth, but pulsates 
strongly ; the parts subjected to the compression of the instruments are still 
very tender. 

Ninetieth day.—On the night of the eighty-eighth day, and part of the 
eighty-ninth, some gentlemen sat up, that the pressure might be continuously 
kept up night and day; this has produced some good effect, but the pulsations 
still continue. 

Hundred-and-second day.—The swelling is certainly less, but the pulsations 
are strong, though they vary much as to their force ; two or three days ago 
they had nearly ceased. The same apparatus is employed; groin still tender 
and sore from pressure; a plaster was applied to it. The general health con¬ 
tinues good. 

Jan. 14, 1854. (Eighteen weeks after admission.)—The tumour is still pul¬ 
sating to a small extent, though not constantly, for at times it will cease for a 
few hours. The patient’s health continues very good, the limb is free from 
pain, though somewhat swollen about the knee, and a few veins may be seen 
meandering about the joint. For the last week the pressure (by the same 
apparatus) has been made upon the lower third of the thigh instead of the 
upper, but no very obvious improvement has been yet observed from this 
proceeding. 

April 4, 1854., (Twenty-ninth week after the beginning of the treatment by 
compression.)—Pressure is still kept up in the lower third of the thigh. Since 
last report, the patient has continued to make slow but sure progress. Mr. 
Hilton, yesterday, applied around the knee, and over the tumour, a bandage, 
and a tourniquet was kept on the artery for five days after the application of 
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the roller. The pressure of the tourniquet was gradually diminished until 
taken away altogether, whilst, at the same time, the bandage was daily more 
tightened. Pulsation in the tumour has much decreased before the tourniquet 
was taken off; but this result was considerably assisted by the bandage. 

On April 22 (thirty-first week), the patient was ordered to move about; and, 
on May 2, compression having been continued for eight months, he was con¬ 
sidered well-enough to be discharged with caution ; the bandage still applied, 
though with a moderate degree of pressure. The artery may be said to be 
almost in its normal condition, with the exception of slight induration.— Lan¬ 
cet, May 27, 1854. 

39. New Mode of treating Ulcers from Irritation of the Nails. —Mr. Ure made 
some observations on this subject before the Harveian Society (March 2, 1854). 
He referred to the case of a young woman, aged twenty-three, who had been 
under his care in St. Mary’s Hospital. Four months before her entrance, the 
great toe of the right foot became uneasy and swollen, the patient having 
pared the nail the day preceding. Ere long, a painful and irritable sore made 
its appearance by the side of the nail, which discharged from time to time a 
quantity of thick, bloody, and sometimes black-looking matter. She was thus 
disabled from going about and earning her livelihood. For four years antece¬ 
dent, she had been in indifferent health, and had suffered from excessive flow 
of the catamenia. She had procured tiie advice of some respectable practition¬ 
ers, and been under treatment during several weeks, without, however, obtain¬ 
ing any benefit. As the sore was rather in an inflamed state on her admission, 
poultices were applied. On the third day, when all surrounding inflammation 
seemed to have subsided, Mr. Ure prescribed the use of a salve composed of 
one grain of finely levigated arsenious acid, incorporated with an ounce of 
spermaceti ointment. He was led to try this remedy by the suggestion of Mr. 
Copeland, who deemed it almost a specific in ulcers of this nature. This was 
steadily employed for about ten days, without producing any marked change 
on the sore. Mr. Ure then ordered, instead, the continuous application of a 
hot saturated solution of alum. This induced rapid absorption of the thick¬ 
ened parts, and prompt cicatrization of the ulcerated surface, so that the patient 
was enabled to leave the hospital, cured, in the course of three days. Mr. Ure 
observed that, while alum is soluble in five parts of water at 60° Fabr., it is 
soluble in little more than its own weight of water at the boiling temperature. 
A hot saturated solution is, consequently, more energetic in its action than a 
cold one. He had been led to resort to its use in the above instance, from 
having witnessed its efficacy in an analogous case. A gentleman consulted 
him (Mr. Ure) in the autumn of 1852, concerning a sore seated by the side of 
the nail of the great toe, which had annoyed him for nearly a year. A variety 
of treatment had been exhausted in vain attempts at cure, including the plan 
proposed by Sir A. Cooper, of paring the nail as thin as possible, raising the 
edge, and inserting a small piece of lint between it and the sore ; the free ap¬ 
plication of lunar caustic, as recommended by Mr. Wardrop; and also blister¬ 
ing the part. By the constant application of a saturated solution of alum, as 
hot as could be borne, this refractory sore was eventually healed in a few 
days. 

40. Gunshot Wound inflicted by the Minie Rifle. —Mr. Tofnell communicated 
to the Surgical Society of Ireland (March 11, 1854), the particulars of a case, 
which, he said, was at present of rare occurrence, but one he feared that was 
likely before long to become very common indeed. Its rarity just now, how¬ 
ever, must make it interesting to the surgical profession, and for that reason 
he was induced to bring it under the notice of the Surgical Society. 

The cast, which lay on the table, was taken from the foot of a boy, aetat. 16, 
who was accidentally wounded by a shot from a Minie rifle, while the troops 
were practising at the Pigeon House, on the 25th of July last, and admitted 
into the City of Dublin Hospital the same day. The case was useful in show¬ 
ing the great difference between a wound inflicted by a conical piece of lead, 
as propelled from a Minie rifle, and the round bullet fired from a musket. The 



